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Consequently, she and her husband made a picture at whicl
the great mass of the people could look with interest and a certaii
amount of fellow feeling; they stood for an ideal which is presen
in the minds of most young married couples, that of the husbaiu
and wife who pull together, help one another and get on. Glad
stone stood for the abstract virtues, and these have a knack o
becoming tiresome after a while, Mary Anne liked gay clothe
and Catherine was habitually careless in her dress; Disraej
liked Burgundy, and champagne, and good food, and Gladstom
/iked chewing every mouthful thirty-two times. Disraeli, wtl
his dyed curl plastered on his forehead, his pallor, and stratum
Oriental face, getting thin and hawk-like in his old age, likethi
face of an Arab sheikh^ left an impression on the popular mind
Gladstone had nothing wherewith to impress the popular min<
except his collars -and a schoolmasterly habit of booming an<
scolding,                                                                              ;

So, during Mary Anne's last year on earth, she and her Dizzi
laid the foundations of her Dizzy's second triumph which sb
would never live to see* The Gladstone Government pursuec
its virtuous path to unpopularity. It put the War Office undei
Cardwell, who reorganised it and reformed Queen Victoria')
army. Commissions could no longer be bought, and the Wai
Office even managed to control the Commander-in-Chief
H*R,H. the Duke of Cambridge, probably the bravest deed \
Government department ever did.                                         :

The Government also performed other acts which aimoyec
a great many people, Quite naturally their army reforms madi
their name stink in the nostrils of the aristocracy, for if a noblq
man or a gentleman could no longer purchase a commission buj
must sit for an examination like any clerk, what indeed was th<
world coming to? Beyond that the Nonconformists hated thi
Federation Act, a Licensing Act had annoyed both drinkers atuj
purveyors of drink, and even Gladstone's chief preoccupatiotij
the Church, turned against him for abolishing the University
Tests, It is strange to reflect how much better Disraeli, not i
professionally righteous statesman, understood the Church thajj
Gladstone. Moreover, Gladstone managed also to get on thj
wrong side of the new democracy by means of a clause in a Trad<
Union Act                                                                         !

Thus he had estranged all the politically important section^
of the population: the religious, either established or no&j
conforming, the licensed trade, their patrons, the working classes!
and society* This was a formidable indictment against a Parfl
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